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Earlier this year, scientists at The Ocean Cleanup reported
that plastic tonnage in the “Great Pacific Garbage Patch”—
the “plastic island” spinning in the North Pacific gyre that’s
the “size of Texas”—is upwards of 16 times greater than
previous estimates and increasing exponentially. A couple
months ago “the world’s deepest plastic bag” was
photographed at the bottom of the Mariana Trench, over five
miles beneath the surface of the Philippine Sea. In March,
the highest volume of microplastic pollution ever recorded in

Happy World Oceans Day' any waterway was found in a river in England that empties in
2 the North Sea.
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—_— ' e S Plastic pollution starves, suffocates, shreds and strangles
marine life, and poisons coral reefs and the seafood we eat.
Plastic that’s in the oceans now is probably here to stay
dnates in the Carsiell Mountaing of Now Work and '{'\.‘.‘-:o:-;:-.n‘ for hundreds if not thousands of years.
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As plastic pollution escalates, so do efforts to find solutions
intensify.
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. The Galapagos will ban single-use plastics, Sri
Lanka plans to ban Styrofoam, and China will
require biodegradable bags.

- ] The EU has challenged the UK’s environment

o Edwarnd Hidks secretary to outdo it in an environmental “race to

" and the top” on its proposed ban on common single-

Chvist and amhal use plastic products including straws, cutlery,

— plates, cups and cotton swabs.

. Greece reduced usage of plastic bags in
supermarkets by 76 percent in the first quarter of

¢ CONAMENItOn wes 2018 compared with the same period last year.

dinne kss ] New Zealand is making a large investment in an

el 1 s innovative U.S. recycling company that calls itself
“Uber for trash.”

. The Ocean Array Cleanup, an ocean plastic

- removal system developed by young Dutch

@ ¥om this Incréasingly comman contaminant inventor Boyan Slat, is about to be deployed in the

North Pacific Ocean.

82,000 pounds e  Thefirst Children’s Clean Ocean Summit will be

of plastic waste is darpod into the Du;-f.’u_ ‘?uu .i-(-:! c..'.mf'v: ';_-'L Afl;m_n. Cl.'-:a_'-c;;‘»h hosted at the UN's Vienna headquarters onJune

ribctors of manine plastic pollacn in th S The
on trash By wiod an 22 to inspire children to work together to raise
awareness of ocean pollution.
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Even small actions to protect the oceans’ health make a
difference. Learn more about ocean plastic pollution and

.“u”; polu i how you can help. Happy World Oceans Day!
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